Service Learning Lesson Plan

Title: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​      The First Forest






Class/Date: Class 2, Feb 18

	Lesson Idea and Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?
	Today, students will use mixed media techniques to interpret their own “First Forest.” Students will learn through this activity how to interpret stories through art and why artists use art to tell stories.

This lesson is relevant to students because story telling, specifically sharing a story personal to me lets them know a little more about me, thereby continuing to build a relationship.

Creating their own interpretation of the first forest (or a map or the first forest) is a good next step for the interests they demonstrated in the first class. Ashley loves to draw and paint flowers, so she can create a forest of flowers or trees and flowers or trees that are giant flowers! Nick loves to create compasses, coordinates, and maps, this activity allows him to apply this skill to create his own forest. 


This lesson is relevant to these students because interpreting and telling stories is a large part of art making.  The act of story telling and interpreting stories is a chance for Ashley and Nick to practice higher order thinking skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

As art is a nearly universal language, practicing communicating their ideas and expression through art is a way to use a language that crosses many social barriers. By planning and sketching individually, and then creating a work of art together develops independence and collaboration skills.

 
	


	Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired?


	Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning?

	-Art tells stories.

-Artists use art to tell stories.


	1. Why would an artist us visual art instead of words to tell a story? 

2. How does a story through art make you feel different than a story with words? 




	Outcomes - Students will know...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches?

Students will be able to

	1. The student will be able to interpret a story through his or her own art. (Literacy)
2. The student will be able to use basic art vocabulary to talk about their story interpretation. (Expressive Features/ Characteristics of Art)
3. The student will be able to use mixed media and acrylic paint layers to create their own first forest. (Art Materials/Technique)

4. The student will be able to identify and draw inspiration from the art of a Topographical map, a map by E.P. Shepard (Winnie the Pooh’s land), and trees by Carolyn Reynolds and Tim Lam. (Art history/ Culture)
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5. The student will be able to verbally describe their forest and explain the artistic decisions they made. (Reflection/Assessment

6. The student will be able to write their ideas for a first forest and draw sketches of their ideas. (Concept/Ideation)




	Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning?


	Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged?



	Short Discussion/ Sketchbook brainstorm:

After reading the story, the students and teachers will discuss what they thought of the story. Students will imagine if they were the tree-maker in charge of the first forest, what kind of trees would they make? Students will answer the following questions using pictures or words in their sketchbooks:
-How many types of trees would there be?

-What colors would the trees have?

-Would the trees have leaves, needles, flowers, something else, or multiple aspects?

-How big would it be?

(Differentiated for Nick with yes or no questions) 
After the painting is complete:

-You (the student) are the most celebrated tree-maker! You are meeting a group that has never seen a forest before and ant to tell them about your forest! 

-Use these questions to describe your forest:

     -What colors can tourists see in your forest?

     -How big are the trees?

     -Is it easy to get lost or is there a path?

     -What is the ground covered in? Grass, flowers, pine straw, candy, fuzz?


	Students will write their ideas from discussion in their sketchbooks.

Students will draw a draft of their forest in their sketchbook before working on their final piece.
Can the student describe their forest?

Can the student determine the story accompanying their forest?

Does the students’ artwork resemble a forest or map of a forest?



	Pre-assessment: How will you help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)?



	1. Can the student interpret a story when looking at a piece of art?

2. Can the student connect images to stories?




	Motivation: How will you hook all students and hold their interest?

	Ideation: How will you equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to generate ideas for their art work?



	Read The First Forest.
· The First Forest is a book very personal to me, I am sharing it with them so we can build a relationship.

· Creating a forest incorporates Ashley’s desire to create flowers and plants, and can incorporate Nick’s fondness of maps, directions, compasses, etc.
Students create a personal first forest.


	Question led discussion notes in sketchbook. Recognize the telling of a story through art. 
How does looking at the forest in the story make you feel?

What was your favorite type of tree you saw?

What other types of plants would you like to see?

If you were in the first forest what would you like to see?

Would there be colors?

Would there be flowers?

Would you need a map?

How many types of trees would there be?

What colors would the trees have?

Would the trees have leaves, needles, flowers, something else, or multiple aspects?

How big would it be?




	Procedures: How is the lesson organized to maximize initial and sustained engagement as well as effective learning? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? Include literacy and numeracy?


	4:00- As the class comes in, they sit in a large circle

4:05- Read A First Forest out loud

4:15- Students go back to their tables with their mentors

4:17- Have Nick and Ashley take out their sketchbooks and participate in questions and planning

            -Short Discussion/ Sketchbook brainstorm:

-After reading the story, the students and teachers will discuss what they thought of the story. Students will imagine if they were the tree-maker in charge of the first forest, what kind of trees would they make? Students will answer the following questions using pictures or words in their sketchbooks:

     -How many types of trees would there be?

     -What colors would the trees have?

     -Would the trees have leaves, needles, flowers, something else, or multiple aspects?

     -How big would it be?
     -How does looking at the forest in the story make you feel?

     -What was your favorite type of tree you saw?

     -What other types of plants would you like to see?

     -If you were in the first forest what would you like to see?

     -Would there be colors?

     -Would there be flowers?

     -Would you need a map?
     (Differentiated for Nick with yes or no questions)

4:45- Students will sketch a practice image of how their own “First Forest” will look.

      -Show Nick maps I brought in; suggest that if he does not like to create trees, he can create a map of his first forest.

5:15- Teacher will demonstrate layering of acrylic paint to add texture and color.

5:25- Students will begin working on their forest with chosen materials (what ever they are comfortable with.) 

     -Students will work on large butcher paper to be connected to other students’ forests to make one big forest!

5:45- Clean up

     -Nick and Ashley will each clean up their own areas, with me helping to put things away.




	Materials and Resources: What is needed to complete the learning plan? List materials and resources in a bulleted format.



	· Markers

· Acrylic paint

· Oil pastel

· Watercolor

· Crayon

· Glue sticks/ rubber cement

· Fabric scraps

· Scrapbook paper

· Magazines 

· Sketchbook

· Canvas




	Preparation and Safety: What do you need to prepare for this experience? What safety issues need to be addressed? List steps of preparation and safety in a bulleted format.



	· Gesso canvas before class

· Bring Story to class
· Have sample acrylic layerings



	Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)? 



	Write answers for students or encourage them to answer with images.




