Service Learning Lesson Plan

Title: My Emotions are Abstract




Class/Date: Class 4, March 4
	Lesson Idea and Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?
	Students will create an abstract painting that represents an emotion using tape-line-resist methods.

This lesson is important for students because if helps students understand the connection between art and emotion and between expressive characteristics/ features of art (such as color) and emotion. Establishing this connection and providing opportunities to analyze it exercises higher level thinking for critical learning.

These students are interested in including a variety of colors in their art, but have shown so far that they find more formal art techniques intimidating. The tape-line-resist method provides students a safe format to experiment with colors. It also incorporates left-brain activities for those students like Nick who enjoy working analytically with geometry. This activity is also relevant for students like Ashley because it provides a new format (abstract art) for students who may consistently choose the same form (flowers). 

	


	Essential Understanding (s): What are the “big ideas”? What specific understandings about them are desired?


	Essential Question (s): What provocative questions will foster inquiry, understanding, and transfer of learning?

	· Elements of art (line, shape/form, color, texture, value, space/perspective) influence meaning. 

· Abstract shapes can represent emotions.
	1. Why do artists create abstract compositions?

2. How can colors influence or represent emotions?
3. How can shapes influence or represent emotions?
4. How can lines change a composition? 


	Outcomes - Students will know...What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? ...Art history and culture; expressive features and characteristics of art; art materials, tools, and techniques? What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and skill?  ...Compare and contrast art work; analyze sketches?

Students will be able to

	1. Students will be able to understand and recognize steps in their art making process, and explain them verbally and in writing. (Literacy)
2. Using specific colors and shapes, the student will be able to express a chosen emotion in their abstract painting. (Expressive Features/ Characteristics of Art)
3.  The student will be able to use taped lines and layers of paint to create an abstract composition. (Art Materials/Technique)

4. Looking at the art of Kandinsky, Pinajian, and Gerhard Richter students will identify emotions associated with the works. (Art history/ Culture)
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5. Using the experiment worksheet students will be able to reflect on their process, as well as summarize the theme of their piece. (Reflection/Assessment)

6. Students will be able to hypothesize what their art will look like using an experiment worksheet. (Concept/Ideation)




	Student Reflective Activity: Through what authentic performance task(s) will students demonstrate the desired understandings? How will students reflect upon and self-assess their learning?


	Assessment Instrument (s): By what criteria will “performances of understanding” be judged?



	1. We are treating using new materials as if we are doing experiments with materials. Students will document their procedures (steps) in their art-making process, Predictions, results, and conclusions on a worksheet.
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Document the progress of your abstract art!
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2. Creation of abstract art


	The teacher will assess performance and understanding by:

-Discussing concepts and ideation with students while they are brainstorming and filling out the hypothesis portion of the worksheet. (Verbal check for understanding)

-Discussing the emotions represented/ meaning of the students’ final piece after completion. (Verbal check for understanding.) 

-Reviewing the experimentation worksheets. (Written check for understanding.

Through these methods the teacher will determine: 

1. Did the student understand and recognize steps in their art making process, and can they verbally and in writing explain them?
2. Did the students use specific colors and shapes to express an emotion in their abstract painting?
3. Did the student use taped lines and layers of paint to create an abstract composition?

4. Looking at the art of Kandinsky, Pinajian, and Richter did students identify emotional connections in a work of art?
5. Using the experiment worksheet did students reflect on their process, as well as summarize the theme of their piece?

6. Did students hypothesize what their art will look like using an experiment worksheet?




	Pre-assessment: How will you help the students know where the unit is going and what is expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)?



	Discussion at the beginning of class:
-Did the students know that works of art can illicit emotions?

-Have they ever seen a work of art that made them feel a certain way?

        -Students will make connections between visual imagery and personal emotions.

-What about the painting do they think made them feel that way?

        -Students will evaluate expressive features/ characteristics of art and use them to make connections to personal emotions/ response.




	Motivation: How will you hook all students and hold their interest?

	Ideation: How will you equip students, help them experience the key ideas, and explore the issues to generate ideas for their artwork?



	-Class will begin asking the students if seeing pieces of art ever make them feel certain emotions.

     -Can they give me an example?

-Talk about how shapes and color can influence emotion.

     -Again ask students for examples. Do specific colors or shapes make them feel a certain way?

-Teacher will show the artworks of Kandinsky, Pinajian, and Richter.

     -With each image students will document how the image makes them feel (the emotion) and what specific characteristics of the painting (color, line, shapes, texture) make them feel that way?

     -After looking at all the images, both students and teacher will share their answers and discuss their findings.
	Experimentation worksheet:

-Students will identify the emotion they wish to convey

-Students will create their work of art, place their paint and tape down. Before pulling the tape up…

-Students will predict what their technique, color choices, and tape-line placement will look like in the hypothesis portion of their worksheet.

Brainstorm in sketchbook:

-Based on the emotion they identified in their Experiment worksheet, the student will experiment drawing shapes and using colors they think will represent their emotion.  



	Procedures: How is the lesson organized to maximize initial and sustained engagement as well as effective learning? Provide opportunities to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its implications? Include literacy and numeracy?


	4:00- Greet Students, begin discussion

    -Did they know that works of art can illicit emotions?

    -Have they ever seen a work of art that made them feel a certain way?

        -Students will make connections between visual imagery and personal emotions.

    -What about the painting do they think made them feel that way?

        -Students will evaluate expressive features/ characteristics of art and use them to make connections to personal emotions/ response.

4:10- Show students art work

-Kandinsky:

     -Students will individually create a diagram, list, or narrative of their emotional response to the image in their sketchbook. (Literacy)

-Pinajjin:

     -Students will individually create a diagram, list, or narrative of their emotional response to the image in their sketchbook. (Literacy)

-Richter

     - Students will individually create a diagram, list, or narrative of their emotional response to the image in their sketchbook. (Literacy)

    -With each image students will document in their sketchbooks how the image makes them feel (the emotion) and what specific characteristics of the painting (color, line, shapes, texture) make them feel that way?

    -After looking at each image students and teacher will discuss their responses. 

4:20- Introduce Project

    -The teacher will show the students step-by-step example of a mini-version of the project prepared ahead of time to explain the steps with visual components.

    -Steps:

· Paint canvas desired color

· Place lines of tape over dried paint (dried with hair dryer)

· Paint second color over tape and first color

· Place more tape.

· Repeat with as many colors as desired.

· After the final layer is dry, pull off all tape.

4:35- Students gather paint colors, tape, and choose a canvas

4:40- Work time

5:20- Students will apply their final layer on their painting and dry it with the hair dryer.

5:30- Worksheet

     -Before pulling the tape off to see their final piece, students will finish documenting their steps on heir worksheets.

     -Students will use their steps to predict what their painting will look like. 

5:35- Students will pull the tape off their piece.

     -Students will fill out their conclusion portion of their worksheet.

     -Students will evaluate their final product and how it connects to their original emotion.

5:45- Cleanup 



	Materials and Resources: What is needed to complete the learning plan? List materials and resources in a bulleted format.



	· Paint tape
· Acrylic paint

· Previously painted/gessoed paper/ canvas

· Hair dryer

· Sketchbook

· Paint brushes

· Pencils

· worksheets



	Preparation and Safety: What do you need to prepare for this experience? What safety issues need to be addressed? List steps of preparation and safety in a bulleted format.



	· Gesso canvas before class
· Have mini samples of steps prepared



	Accommodations: How is the lesson tailored (personalized) to the different needs, interests, and abilities of learners? ...Access (Resources and/or Process) and Expression (Products and/or Performance)? 



	Students can respond in their sketchbooks with diagrams, lists, or narratives, etc. 

Students can verbally rehearse their thoughts before writing.



Pertinent 
